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THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT,
WASHINGTON, Jan, § 1808,

1 have been spending some days in Washing-
ton, sceing and bearing. Some of my observa-
tions may interest you, so far as they indicate
the political situation.

The gexsion thus far has been chaotic. Noth-
ing has been done, because no one has scemed
to know what to do. Impeachment died ig-
nobly, with scarcely enough friends to give it
decent burial. The trouble about Impeach-
ment was that few were sincere in it. The
friends of Mr. Chase did not want Impeachment,
because it would have made Mr. Wade Presi-
dent. The friends of Mr. Colfax epposed it
because the temporary elevation of any Repub-
lican to the Presidency wonld almost certainly
deprive him of the nomination. The friends of
Grant were for it and against it—if we may
eite Mr. Washburne fwholwas an impeacher last
Summer, but changed his mind. There can be
no doubt that the Impeachment attempt in-
jured us. It gave Mr. Johnson the conrage of
ingolence, It fell upon the party likea shower
of rain, and especially when it was at-
tended by the reaction against Republicanism
in the October elections. Then, also, came the
Financial question, So far as an immediate po-
litical effect is concerned, 1 deem Gen. Butler's
financial pronunciamento as unfortunate as Mr.
Douglas's Nebragka bill in 1854. No good is to
be gained by it. The question is not prac tical,
and ouly becomes popular when it appeals to s
prejudice. The Western people are sensitive
and restless about the finances, and we have
Bautler making ‘just such an appeal as Juck
Cade made to the men of Kent: “There shall
“be in England geven half-penny loaves sold
“for a penny; the three-hooped pot sball have
“ten hoops; and I will make it felony to drink
samall beer.” It is popular enough to cancel
our debts by paying a certain portion of their
value, to make paper dollars gold, and to
double our wealth by increasing the machinery
of the Treasury Printing Bureau; and our Re-
publican members have been appalled by this
# gentiment.” They are trying to get around it—
to sugar-cont gold payments for gold obliga-
tions. The Reconstruction measure comes 0nce
again, We have tried to make this complete;
bat Mr. Johnsgon’s vindictive earnestness,
conpled with the cunning of Judge Black, hns
made it impossible. The Tenure-of-Oflice
bill—violated in the person of Stanton—still
remains reft and torn, and Stanton is as much
out of our politics now as though he were dead
—or an ex-President. For a gentle, easy fading
of reputations, commend me to this dear
old dusty town. “Where is the brilliant and
“ rising Gabby from the Rocky Monntain Dis-
# triet 77 “Oh !—Gabby ! yes; splendid genius—
“but he was beaten by Rocket, and keeps a

“tavern in Mountana.” So long as Stan-
ton was God of War, he was wor-
shiped; he had orgms and  courtiers;

but now, when his name on a licutenant’s com-

mission would mot be worth a smithareen, he

is forgotten. Probably they may crowd him in
when the Senate meets. But people care very
little about it.

The woes of Stanton — Impeachment— the
drenching storm of the October Equinox,
which came down upon the poor Radicals so
dreadfully—Batler's financial Jack Cade no-
tions—are all forgotten in the Presidential han-
dicap :

“U.8. Grant, b. b, aged; dam, Vietory, sired by West
Point.—Ridden by EYBE, Washbarne. Colors, red, white
and blue—with a black hoop.”

If yon will allow the racing calendar text,

1 thus give you the favorite hiorse in the pres-
ent landicap. It looks very much as if onr
betting men had it arranged that he should be
formally entered at Chicago. I use “bhandicap”
in & more expressive sense than a mere form of
speech. Grant is the favorite horse in the polit-
ical betting-books. Every jockey and tramping
man of the Republican party shouts for Lim.
The amount of shouting is wonderful. There
i8 80 much organized enthusisem and
disciplined spontaneousness: “Ask mo ques-
* tions—answer nomne—merely hurrah, boys.”
This is the Grant idea. Then we bave Mr,
Washburne himself. The good “father of the
“ House” has generally been a stern father—un-
relenting and exacting—a perfect old Squire
Western, and apt at any time to bring down
his cane upon the back of any poor young
member who came within the range of his
gouty toes. Ask Roscoe Conkling for a youth-
ful experience—say abont Oregon War-Debt
times! What a dear old father he is now!
—a perfeet, blessed, heavenly old gentle-
man—Irascibility mellowed into  Benignity
—full of dimples, and cheeriness, and
good-humor, with a sort of * Bless you
“my dear children,” stealing over his face as he
walks down the House of & morning. The
young members euddle around him as a per-
fect Kriss Kringle, and, for the first time in his
Congress career, Mr. Colfux finds that he is not
the most popular man in the Hense. No, no,
gracious Mr. Speaker ; the man who carries these
foreign missions aud things in his pocket is the
man of men to-day. This, is the jockey who
trains the fast horse Ulysses—who teaches him
his paces, and what gait he shall take, when
ke shall trot, and when he may canter.

And there never was a more favorable in-
vestment ! See how the trading men erowd
around his paddock and earess him. The num-
ber of “ origival Grant men™—of men who dis-
covered his merits years ago—who stood by
him and believed in him—and who saw in his
modest, quiet face the features of a second
Washington—passes comprehension. 1 doubt if
ever a man was more “believed in.” The admi-
ration with which Captain Cuttle regarded his
marine comrade Mr. Bunsby, was nothing to it.
When he writes, his letters are gold. No man
since Bacon ever wrote such letters. When
he speaks, it is the voice of the silver-tongued,
When hie neither writes nor gpenks, then we see
sowething Platonie or Socratic in  his silence.
The ashes from his cigar, yen, and the smoke
that rises from the aghes, are full of statesman-
ship. You hear his praises on all sides. Blair
and Forney praise him, although people re-
member that Blair and Forney have the most
unlimited admiration of suceess, and have
praised every President since Jackson, They
keep house here, aud make a business of it!

I find the word “handicap” better than 1
fancied. Gen. Grant takes about as much in-
terest in this race as the racer In his paddock.
He s not a eandidate for the Presidency by his
own desite, nor can his friends make him a
eandidate unless it is * necessary to save” the
Republican paty. His trainers wont to ride
him whether e will or no. Hence every indi-

ation of party weakness is received with exulta-

tion; every trinmph of Democracy is another
reason why Grant should run ; and when the
Copperheads carry New-York, the Grant-hackers
shout. Gen. Grant himself takes a sensible view
of the situation, “I am a soldier,” he is reported
ns saying, “and not a civilin, My life has
“not led me into politics, 1 am used to camps
“and war, and I don't know the men who
“control civil affairs, Then I am General. I
“have the confidence of the country, Republi-
“ean and Democratic. If I am a candidate for
“the Presidency, the opposition wmake my life,
“my labits, my whole career, ohjects of de-
“traction, snepicion, falschood, and calumny.
“T am made a partisan chief, and not a
“national captain. 1f you must have a mili-
“tary man, there's Sheridan; but I sincerely
“trudt that no crisis will arise which will
“compel my friends to place me in nomina-
“ton? While this is, no doubt, the opinion
of Gen, Grant—and an opinion very natural
and proper—it is certainly not that of Mr.
Washburne, and of the men who back the
General. They mean to make him run by
gettivg np in the first place an *‘irrepres-
gible enthusiosm,” and in the second place
by working on the fears of the party and
making the leaders believe that Grant is
the only man that can be clected. The
whole proceeding is very like that of Mr.
Drew or Mr. Vanderbilt, when they managed
fancy stock in Wall-st. They are trying to
“hear” the market and “bull” their stock.
Take an origmal Grant man inio the lobby of
the Honse, and vou will find the country in
the most dreadful condition. Everything is
going to the bad. The cotton crop is short, and
there are more crimes than usnal, and buginess
is depressed, and the Democrats have the whip-
hand of us, and the negroes are behaving
badly, and money is tight, and anarchy is
inevitable, It is his convietion, based upen
Excellent Sources of Information (this whisper-
ingly, and with a wink up Indiana-ave.), that if
Grant be ousted out of the War Office, for in-
stance, hostilities will spread all over the South,
and a conflict begin, the end of which no one
can see. Well, yon ask in terror, what's to be
done ! Had n't we better wind up business and
sell ont to Lord Stanley or Napoleon? “ No, no;
“not at all! Take Grant. Invest in this stock.
“The only safe thing on the street, Only fifty
“ ghares to be had, and ¢enormous dividends be-
“hind. Think of Paris, my boy, or a Rev-
“enne place in Walrnssia”

This is what our fancy-stock politicians eall
The Grant Movement, I was in conversation
with a distingnished Senator some days since—
a man who believes in Grant as we all believe
in him. He had traveled far and wide daring
the Summer, le had seen thousands of people,
and this is what was generglly said: Senator
—“1Well, what do you think of the Presidential
“question?”  Citizen—*1 do n't know. Things
“look mixed. We gness we have got to take
“Grant.” Senator—"1s there any positive de-
“gire for Grant’s nomination 1"  Citizen—"" None
“around here, We all would like somebody
“else—Chase, Colfax, Morton, or some states-
“man—but we are afrnid we can’t help onr-
“gelves.” It is very much as if you were
to raise the ery of “Fire” in Broadway at mid-
day, or etart running after some imaginary
pickpocket with the ery of “stop thief,” or to
point at an ideal star in the clear and starless
sky. In an hour. you coold impede business,
Grant is to be forced into the race as a last
resort, and the Republican party is to be
brought to such a condition that it must accept
him.

Is it wise, eay many of our most thonghtful
men, to make a soldier a candidaie? Are we to
take the advice of those leaders who
insisted upon indorsing Mr, Johnson long after
his treason began to work; who feared the
Freedmen's Bureau bill was unnecessary, and
Manhood Suffrage the greased cartridge of the
Sepoy, and who demand the nomination of neg-
ative military candidates? The candidate may
be a great soldier; his character may have civie
beauty a8 well as military glory; he may be
“indorsed” by Radical politiciane.  Any of
these considerations might be pleaded in behalf
of & military nomination. They are not pleaded
We mwust have a military man as the candidate
of necessity. These men find success dearcr
than principle, and prefer an easy ecampaign
with an uncertain leader to a manly fight at
every odds for liberty and justice, The Re-
publican party should certainly meet this
question:  Should suceess in war be the
highest recommendation to  the Presideney?
Onr best men had hoped later years would
give us the moral strength to do in this re-
spect what no party in this country has
ever yet done. 'With the exception of Wash-
ington, we have had no military President
competent to  deal liberally with aftuirs of
State. It is enstomary to say this of Jackson.
We cannot honor the man with the highest
honor who debased the public morals by fos-
tering corruption, and who regarded the coun-
try very mnch as he did his plantation in Ten-
pessee, and the public officers to be kept as
well under the whip as his his negro slaves.
The education of the mere soldier unfits him
for civil responsibilities. His life is spent in
camps and forts, on the Indian froutier, or in
cireumlocution offices, drowsily winding red
tape. One of the greatest modern thinkers has
shown how few of the elements of character
that contribute to greatness are needed in the
snecessful military  commander, and names
Cromwell, Washington, and Bonaparte as the
ouly three men in modern times who knew
how to command an army and also
how to govern a nation. The experience
of men and books—the knowledge of political
economy and civil law—the serenity of temper
§0 necessary to a ruler—are almost impossible
to & military man in active service, Ilis pro-
fossion is lawlessness, his discipline tyranny.
His cdueation teaches him not to make men
Lappy, bat to give them utility and force. His
virtue is the bayonet, his law a cannon. e is
surrounded by soldiers.  With an edueation
limited to the stern requirements of a military
command, he finds the Presidency surrounded
by politicians, who flatter him, and pander to
the very weakness which it would be wisdom
to curb. He ig glow to recognize the sacred-
ness of law., He chafes under anthority and
precedent.  is Constitution is a general order;
his Supreme Court a corporal's guard. Accus-
tomed to abgolute power, it is not in his nature
to survender it. 8o, when a critical Congress
ruffles him, or his policy is overruled, the tem-
per of his mind is to regard it as he would a
break in his line, and order up his artillery. A
President like Johngon, with military education
and military ideas, would most probably have
replied to the exasperating gpeeches of Sumner
and Stevens by a couple of batteries on Capitol

Hill. Freedom s almost incompatible with a
military spirit. A warrior who rises by his
sword cannot always resist the femptation to
rise gtill higher on the shiclds of his soldiers.

And yet we love these men of Vloed with
that lusty, ravenons, unreasoning love that be-
longs to our baser nature, Because our politics
are controlled by men of baser nature, our
party leaders have never dared to oppose the
principle that snccess in war is the highest
recommendation for the Presidency. Decause
the halting, cowardly, and time-serving policy
of the Republican party led to its defeat at the
recent elections, they must enter a new cam-
paign with a soldier candidate, The party does
not want a goldier; if it had ecarricd Pennsyl-
vania, it wonld have done without him. But
this is the hour of its despair, and only a sol-
dier can save it, This argument—resting only
upon necessity—is urged in spite of reason, expe-
rience, and common gense, not only by Demo-
crats but by Republicans. There is not a poli-
tician here of any party with ekill enough to
do the rale of thres who does not feel that
military service ig the last qualification for the
Presidency. And yet the leaders of all parties,
Republican as well as Democratic, are striving
to induce some available Major-General Com-
manding to accept their suffrages,

The friends of Chase, Colfax and the rest,
argue  earnestly that the momination of a
mere soldier, whose principles are negative and
uncertain, and who has no claim but snecessful
military service, ends the mission of the Re-
publican party as the party of Progress and
Justice. There was, perhaps, a reason, and
that not the most creditable, why a new party,
forming its ranks and aiming to rally the young
men, shonld nominate Col. Fremont in 1856, It
was necessary to reach the imagination of the
young. A man was named who had climbed the
Rocky Mountains and planted the American flag
in midsnmmer snow. 1t served its purpose, and
the young men shonted, and cheered, and sung
themselves into Republicanism. When the party
was strong enough to win, it selected a states-
man. It was strong enough to reileet him—in
the agony of the war—and to defeat the most
popular soldier of the day, 1f it were wise (o
give a civilinn the direction of the war, why i3
it necessary to give a warrior the direction of
peace? 1f the parly is not strong enough to
elect o statesmnu, let it avoid the crrors which
have shorn it of its strength. They argue that
to nominate any man, soldier or citizen, who is
not a conspicnons vepresentative of Republican
principles, i8 to admit that the pmty is no
longér worthy to defend those principles, but
really to abandon the canse which has given
it so much glory, power, and usefulness,

—~The South! the South! After all, the
Presidency is the mere toying of children com-
pared with the necessities of this unhappy region,
Do you remember Dante entering Hell and
secing the souls of millions whirled aronud
in tyrannous gust, and with restless fury, and
his viskit to the troubled waters of the Sty
gian lake, underneath which were buried the
multitude, whose sighs were only known by the
bubbles that heaved along the surfacel Such a
doom seems to have fallen npon the South,
By the cowardice and tardiness of the Republi-
cau party, and the treachery of the President,
we have reduced that region to a wretehed
condition, The President has a simple policy,
It means Axancny. If he ean ftind Generals
enough to do his bidding, he will throw the
South into chros rather than see it eome back
into the Union wunder Republican anspices.
Plainly, Reconstruction is only half performed.
So Jong as Tammany-1all Hancock ean drive
Flanders out of the Governor's chair, and re-
mand the negro to the Rebel conrts—so long
as he ean defeat any Constitution or select
any Congressmen  he  pleases, Reconstruc-
tion is imperfect,  What the Southerners, Bluck
and White, understand is Force. Mr. Stevens
and Mr. Butler may write the most radieal
gpeeches—we may send as many political mission-
aries as the Catholie Churel has in her serviee ;
5o long as the Rebel and the negro see the power
to strike down the loyal generals, to send Sheri-
dan to the Indian country, and take the stars
from Sickles, they cannot respect Congress.
After the Extra Session, when Sheridan was
removed, we were assured that, 8o soon as Con-
gress reassembled, the Inw would be g0 amended
that Grant could have absolute advisory and
directory power. Yet Congress has met, and
Grant is still a eipher, the hand that counter-
gigns Johnson's orders; and, while Radical
members are eating turkey and plum pudding
in the most cheerful and domestic manner, the
President whirls Pope from his seat. That one
act does more to strengthen the President in
the South than a hundred Reconstruction laws
to weaken him. Aud yet we have Republicans,
congpienons among them Mr. Raymond (1 cull
him Republican for the sake of argument), who
gw: “For Heaven's sake, friends, don't
“ worry the President ; do n't gquarrel with him;
“you are as bad as le is; don't exasperate
“ him; he cannot be controlled, and you can,
“ Let us gmile upon him benignantly, and have
“ peace.” There is something sweet and beaw-
tiful in the New-Testament virtue of these
saintly men—something edifying in this tmmning
the smitten check to the smiter—this Kissimg
the hand that gives the blow. The ouly in-
stance like it—if you will allow me to make
another familiar illnstration—is  that of the
caned and beaten Pecksniff, who slinks away,
with battered head, saying: “If you should
“wish to lave anything inseribed upon your
“ gilent tomby, Sir, let it be that I—ah, remorse-
“ gt Sir, that 1, the lmmble individual who
“ hag now the lonor of reproaching you—for-
“ gave you; that I forgave you when my inju-
“pies were fresh, and when my bosom was
“ newly wrung. It may be bitterness to you
“ o hear it now, Sir, but yvou will live to seck
# 4 consolation in it It is so much more
beautiful to have a trusting nature than a
doubting one ; and, read by the Pecksniffian phi-
losophy, Congress to-day occupies n most beau-
tiful and trusting position.

In addition to this trouble, we liave another
even more perplexing.  The call of the Nat ional
Repnblican Commitfec says:

o Lach State in the United Stales 1s anthorized to be rep-
resented in wald Convention by the unmber of delegates
equal to twioe the number of Benalors and  Representi-
tived to which each Stute is entitled In the National Cone
gress.”

And again:

“ We fnvite the cooperation of all friend
of the gpecdy reorganizalion of those Klales whose gocers:
ments weve destroyed by the Rebellion, and their permani-
ent restoration to their preper practical relalions with the
Unitisd Btates in accordance with the true principles of
republicsn government.”

—1t is held—and I am merely repeating the
argnments made by at least one leading Repub-
lican—that this call means oaly those States

which at the time of the meetigg of the Cou-

|

vention will be Leld to be in “proper practical
“pelations” with the Government, It is argued
that the Convention cannot admit any delegates
but from these States, that in the event of any
donbt of the nomination of Grant, the States
will be kept out of Congress until after the
nomination, when they wil be allowed the
privilege of voting for a candidate they did
not help to nominate, What is this
lending to? 1 do not write as an
alarmist, Lut to present the actual political
situation. It means that an effort is being
made to organize s new party in opposition to
the regular Republican candidate. The ele-
ments composing that party may be classified
as follows:

1. The dissatisfied Republicans in the South,

11, Those Republicans in the West and North
who believe with Gen, Butler that the bonds
ghould be paid in enrrency.

111, Thote Republicans who believe the Na-
tional Banking System to be wrong. ¥

The argument of one who stands high in this
movement may be thus paraphrased : “T'ake
“away Negro Suffrage and T am a Demoerat.
“T find what may be called an aristocratic,
“ hond-holding elags, which wiil not tax bonds
“ nor help to meet taxation. I find them de-
“termined to pay gold where we only give
“ greenbacks, 1 find them waking diseriminat-
“ing Internal Revenue laws and tariffs, when
“Tam a free-trader, 1 see in Gen. Grant a
“ Lond-holling candidate, supported by M.
“ McCulloch, and Jay Cooke, and Mr. A, T.
“Stewart in New York, and  the whole
“Wall-street interest, The National banks
“eannot nominate Mr, Chase, and they are put-
“ ting their fingers on Grant. They own him,
“ and his snceess wonld be the triumph of prin-
“ giplesto which T am opposed.” * Then,” I sug-
gested, “you mean to oppose the Republican
“ party, whoever it may nominate, and your
“ movement is secession, like the Birney move-
“ ment of 1844, or the Van Buren movement of
“1848," “1dow't put it in that view altogether,”
was the reply.  “Iam p Republican on the
“ Suffrage dquestion, and that holds me in the
“party, We can make the elements of a party
“ against Grant, simply becanse Grant is the only
“ candidate who does not wholly possess the con-
“fidence of the party on the Suffinge question—
“ just now the femoral artery of the party-life—
“if you permit the phrase. I would oppose Chase
“or Colfax, or anybody else npon finaneial issnes;
“ hut they areso Radical—Chase especinlly—that
“ those who helieve with me on the other mat-
#tors wonld postpone them nntil a new eleetion,
1t would also be so with Sheridan—if
“yon must have stas—with Thomas, perhaps
“e—with  Thomas certainly, if he bad not
“been born  in a Shwe State 1 give
you a8 far as 1 can remember the words of the
conversation. It is for you to place your own
value upon them. It would be maduess not to
see that such a movement is contemplated
here, aud that, in the event of the nomination
of Gen. Grant on aYeold-paying, currency-con-
tracting, protective platform—which platform
will surely be adopted—we shall have, within
thirty days, such a ticket, perhaps, as Benjumin
F. Butler for President, and Thomas J. Durant
for Vice-President. 1 name these men on my
own respongibility, and simply by way of illus-
tration. I do not think it would be strong. It
wonld not get any support from the friends of
Chase or Colfax. This I know. The only
question is whether a Birmey or Van Buren
movement now would not throw the eclection
into the House, or lead to even worse results.
And this our friends should discuss in the most
carnest and carelul manner.

I have spoken of Mr. Colfax! Was there
ever such a good-tempered, chirping, warbling,
real canary bird of a Speaker? It does one'’s
heart good to look at him; and, if he were to
take wings and fly up wmwong the trees and
carol all day, it wouldu't surprise me. Well:
the popularity of that man—considering he does
not drink anything, and goes to church—is
astonishing.  Some of his friends say he is no
longer in the canvass for the Presidency, but
that he will be presented by the West
for the Vice-Presideney. Certainly, the nom-
ination of Mr, Colfax would strengthen even the
Grant ticket, and, but for Lis scetional position,
he wonld be nominated by acelamation. As
it is, unless you settle some of your quarrels in
New-York or Pennsylvania, and agree upon a
candidate, Mr, Colfax muy be nominated any-
how. It would be quite as proper to nominate
Cuant aml Colfus from Mineis and Indiana as
it was to nominate Lincoln and Jolnson from
the Western States of Hlinois and Tennessee,

ANOTHER ETEAMBOAT EXPLOSION-SEVERAL
LIVES LOST.

Cixcisyatt, Jan, 4.—The stern-wheel steamer
Hurry Dean, ot from Marletia to Cineinnati, exploded
ey boilers at 104 o'clock this morning, two niles below
Gallipolis, eaught tire and buroed to the water's edeo.

The following casualties are reported: Capl. Bayer,
commander of the Huarry Dean, shightly injured; Capt.
Booth and sou, slightly tgured ;. Capt. Bureh, serionsly
fnjured; First Engncer Crane, slightly fn'ured; John
Hulnes, fireman, fatally injured ; Capt, Boggs, of Ash-
lamd, Ky., killed and his body lost; Capt. Norton, of
Whealing, Killed and his body lost; one of the cabin boyva
futally wijured; Mr. Munsou, barkeeper, seriously ju-
Jured; L.F. Ryan, of Washivgton County, Oblo, seriously
injured ; Harcy Bayes, slightly injured ; the cook anid
stewird are missing, Five persons in all, are supposed to

b Killed,

The steamer Edintorgh took off the survivors and
brought them to Gallipolis. The Dean bad o heavy oargo
on bonrd, wilieh is o total luss,  Her books wid papers are
wlao lust,

RECOND DISPATON.

Furthar partioulars of the explosion of the Henry Dean,
near Gallipolis, give the following additional casnalties:
J. W, Rider, killed ; Mr, Buchauan, deck Land, and two
othiers, names unkoown, burned to death; cabin boy,
name unkuown, fatally injured; Mr, Burns of Spartats-
burg, badly burned; Engineer Chamberialn, slightly
brutsed ; J, J. Brown, formerly of the sth Olwo Reghment,
arm hroken aud otherwise injured. A number a I‘I‘T“Jutl'll
who are not reported.  Several persons are missing, and
are supposed 1o be lost, The boat wis heavily laden
ult!: ‘Im barrels of oll, salt, sud potatecs, all of which 1s a
total loss,

——p——
STOCK ADMITTED T0 CANADA DUTY FREE-
FALL OF A BUILDING.

OTTAWA, Jan. 4.—The, Oficial Gazefte con-
tains u notice that horses, mtf'lt-. shieep, and other ant
mals, ponitry and fancy hivds, iported for the purpose
of Improviog stock, whather by agricultnral societivs or
private individuals, will ba admitied duty free,

The discount on Ameriean involces is 25 per cent,

Moxtreat tan, 4=The second four of a ballding oe-
enpied by 5. 16 May & Co, dealers 1o gliss and oil, guve
way Inst night, lnvolving serious logs.  The statement of
the City Auditor shows thut the auuual expenditure Is
#150,000 more than the revenne

S SIS

ATTEMPTED MURDER  AND SUICIDE IN VIR
MONT,

S, Aneaxs, Vi, Jan. 4—Jolin Bishop, of
1his town, shit his wife gud Bimsell, nbont noow teday.
Bishop ts dead, and but Little hopes are entertiplned of lis
wife's recovery. The cause was jeulousy.

- + -
SUSPENERION IN CINUCINNATL

Cincissati, Jan, 4—Levitt & Bevis, dry
goods mierehanuts on Fourtb-st,, suspended to-duay. Thelr
lisbulities wre not knowun,

et ————
DESTRUCTION OF A SUGAR REFINERY,
Priaperrma, Jan, 4=The large sugnr re-
ﬂln-r{lur ‘Iaylor, uu‘en{da & Co., wis much injured by
fire this evening, ‘The loss s not been estimnted.

R ——— m—
A HURRICANE AT SEA. !
PurtApELPHLa, Jan. 5.~The Steamer Alli-
ance, from Charleston, reparts having ¢ ol © e
rmqgrlhuﬁh of Decembor, which came .o all
ﬁn“‘uilnu:rmpn The picimer bove 1o 56 wours off

WASHINGTON.
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RETURN OF CONGRESSMEN—WHAT THEIR CON-
STITUENTS THINK UPON FINANCES, NA-
TIONAL DEBT, TAXATION AND REVENUE—
SENATOR HOWARD'S REPORT ON THE PRES-
TFUENTS MESSAGE BUSPENDING SECRETARY
STANTON—THE WIISKY RING.

BT TELEGRAFN TO THE TRIBUNE.

WASHINGTON, Jan. §, 1568,

It is expeeted that Congress will at once get to
work earnestly and patriotically upon the measures
already proposed, and others contemplated, to relieve
the country from the commercial and finaneial dis-
orders which prevail, Members of Congress
just returned from  holiday visits to their
homes, report that they have been urged by
their constituents to use their best efforts
to immedintely perfect the necessary legislation on
questions of finance and taxation, to the end that
these may be speedily and wisely settled, not only in
obedience 10 the emergency of the times, hut so that
theso grave matters may be determined before the
Presidential election, and thus keep them a8 free a8
possible from party politics. These members repre-
sent  that  recently some modification in
public sentiment bas taken place on the
proposition to increase the paper currency, oOF
to contract the same, the first (increase of
currency) being urged less, and the latter (coutrac-
tion) scarcely at all; that the proposition to tax
Government bonds has grown in favor, and that the
mode and time of paying theso bonds is engaging the
earnest consideration of the people: that there is a
well-defined division of opinion on this subject, and,
except in cases where the law, in express language,
directs payment in coin, it is diffienlt to determine
whether thee is or is not a majority in favor of re-
deeming these obligations in currency, They also
represent that there is not such earnest and active
opposition to National banks as was manifested
at the commencement of the November session of
Congress, But above all other questions upon which
the people express solicitude, that of taxation is
probably foremost. The reduction of the agoogate
snm colleeted is advised, and the popular idea seems
to be that it should be tixed, as an experiment, for
the present at least, st abowt three hundred
millions of dollars. It is also advised that the
nunber of taxable articles beo greatly reduced ;
that the cotton tax shounld be at once re
pealed; that the income tax is odions and
inquisitorial, and should be abolished; that the tax
on distilled spirits should be greatly reduced—some
urging twenty, others fifly cents per gallon. Upon
the subject of the tax on whisky, there are memo-
rinls here to be presented this week in the House,
which agree with the views above presented; and
one of these memorials (from the Cincinnati Cham-
ber of Commerce) recommends the abolishment of
bonded warshouses, and the collection of the tax at
the distillerics, and to fis the tax at fifty cents per
gallon,

Sonator Howard stated toa gentleman thisevening
that he had completed his report on the President’s
Message suspending Stanton, andwonld submit it 1o
the Military Committee at their meeting to-morrow,
Ie has conferred with no one in preparing the re-
port, and confines himsell principally to the consti-
tutional questions involved and the charges preferred
aiainst the *ecretarg by the President. Whether the
members of the Military [Committes will take the
same view of the questions involved remains to be
seen. Secretary Stanton was called upon to know
whether he desired to make any reply to the impli-
eations eontained in the President’s Message, but he
declined to make any suggestions to the Committee
or to Congress in regard to the matter. It will uo-
doubtedly give rise to a good deal of debate when it
is reported to the Senate, as it involves the constitn-
tionality of the Tenure-of-Office bill. A large num-
ber of Senators at the time of its passage donbted
not only the propriety, but the constitutionality of
such legislation,

Senator Sherman intends to call np to-morrow the
Touse bill for the repeal of the cotton tax, in the
Lope of securing speedy action on that weasure,
Those opposed to its repeal are in hopes of secoring
a compromis by fixing the reduction at oveanda
half cents per pound. They will probably fail in this,
as there seems to be a majority in favor of the bill as
it passed the House. 1f the discussion on this bill is
to bie protracted, Senator Morton will call up the
House bill to stop contraction of the currency. The
Senators from the North-West regard this as a more
important matter than the Cotton bill, as they are
strongly urged by their constituents to take the
power from the Secretary to iuterfere any further
with the eurrency question.

The sub-committee of Ways and Means have been
examining for the last four days a number of de-
tectives who are nnderstood to be familiar with an
extensive organization known as the Whisky Ring.
It appears from the evidence elicited thus fur thut
this organization haslits headquarters at New-York
City, and extends its operations to all the principal
vities in the West and FEast and South
Since they have been in operation, about
ono year, they claim to have made $50,000,000,
and are still pursuing their business of defrauding
the Government ont of the tax on whisky., This or-
gunization have thus far defied the Government and
make their boasts that they will do it in the futnure,
The Committee are fully satisfied that unless this
corrupt orgnnization is broken up it is nseless for
Congress to pass laws for the collection of the reve-
nne, on this or any other article, when the incentive
is 50 great to steal and plunder the Government, It
ix said there are parties oveupying high positions in
the Government who are interested in this organiza-
tion. The Committee intend to probe this mai-
ter to the bottom, in the hope of bringing
ont all the facts, and howing up the parties engaged
in this nefarions transaction, The Committee which
have been in session dunng recess, is being aided in
this work by many large distillers throughout the
country, who have been compelled to shut up their
places of business on account of the immense frands,

A large meeting of citizens of the cities of Wash-
ington and Georgetown and the District was held on
Friday eveniog,for the purpose of considering the pro-
posed plans of government for the District of Colum-
bLia. A resolution declaring that the meeting was in
favor of consolidating the mumeipalities of Washing-
ton and Georgetown and the county under one gov-
ernment, was unauimously adopted. A discussion
then ensued as to the best form of government to be
recommended to Congress. So mnst interest was
manifested in the subjeet, that it was considered best
to hiold another meeting before adopting any certain
plan. A commities was appointed to consider and
report o il or bills, tobe submitted at the next
mecting for its consideration and action.

Gen, Sheridan and Rear-Admiral Dailey arrived in
the eity last evening.

Secretary Seward gave his third state dinner last
evening, at which a portion of the Foreign Diplo-
watic Corps were present,

Within the past week there have been five soldiers
sentenced by court-martial in this city for desertion.
In each cuse the sentence was that the ace
indelibly brandod on the left hip with the letter 1.,
one and 8 half wches long, and 15 days after the
branding process, their heads to be shaved, and then
each purty to be drnmmed out of the service, In one
of these cases the accused left his regiment in Ala-
bama, and came here to visiv his family. His sen-
tonee was to be exceuted yesterday, but upon peti-
tion of his wife the President suspended the execu-
tion of sentence until the case can be reyiew,

A financial difficnlty has existed for some time
e e et ottt |
ncrunlnt 'l‘l_':a llmiuter.altwiica] pwti;ﬁcl‘:a ompn

{ salarics

to conntersign the check for the ment
of teachers in the white schools l:lalftil chgclu wm:
n

dinwn by the Mayor (Conservative) for the

A payme
of the full amount of uisitiops of the trustees
of the publie uhw&&mlnh sum tol 2,
50, all exeepting ng on _ account
t.l:“"maragn tt-]u the iwlmlti we : T

ruoon - gentlomen  irrespectiv
Lrought about un aceommodation. GT,II; ch’i:s‘z

drew three checks, namely: $6,000 on account of col-
ored schools, ¥mmﬂou for the -ut year; $15,000
on account o to M .!hml. and &
check for $21,559, the mnu ol um\nﬁn for colored
schools, and $12.000 for salaries of teachers of white
schools. The Mayor signed the last-named check
first, and the others on co accounts afterward,
The Mayor, it is said, thus gained his point with the
F Gosere i Paskor' b asioug bon. bt avpsl
George 8. Parker o ton has nted
Chiet of the Division of Abandoned Property in the
oflice of the Sucrew of the Treasury, vice Samnel
1. Kaufiman, resigned. My, Parker has been assist-
u;ht to Mr. Kanflman for some years past i that
oflice,

The receptions of Speaker Colfax will commenco
on Friday evening, Jan, 17, and continue durivg the
session every Friday evening ¢ ter.

Senator Morton of Indumna has complied with the
request of many prominent Republicans, to write ont
for publication, as a campaign document, his speech
mmh tly delivered before the Soldiers’ and Sailors’

agne,

But few of the Congressmen who went home to
spend the holidays have as yet returned to Washing-
ton. For this reason it is not certain there will be a
' The Conservative Army aod Navy Unionhias aved

@ Lo ve n
an address to the bown{{{gﬂ wpd soldiers anil
sailors of the late wor for the Union, waruing the

inst the alle esigns of 0] te parties
who have issued calls throughout the States, an
P e e e
or the nomination of can £
Viee-President of the United States.

The Commissioner of Internal Revenne, in
response to the resolution of the House of Rep-
resentatives, directing him to report the ressons why
the Supervisors of the school known as the Gettys-
burg Asylnm of Invalid Soldiers have heen exempted
from the payment of the special tax duty on a lot-
tery called by them a gift enterprise. * He says the
laws provides that the appheation and proof should
be made to the collector of the distriot, whose facil-
ities for a thorough examination of the merits of
each application are far greater than those of the
Commissioner, 1f the proof is satisfactory to the
Collector he approves the a rpliculinu in writing, and
forwands it to the Commissioner. This reeommenda-
tion is what is chiefly velied on, and when it s re
ceived the desired permit is dssued, unless
somg good reason for withholding it is known to
exist, On the 20th day of May, 1M1, a petition was
reccived by the Commissioner, in_ which the peti-
tioner asked to be exempted from the payment ot the
Internal Revenne tax, Accompanying the petition,
was the atfidavit of a person claiming to be -
retary of the Corporation, They were sent to the
Commissioner by John H. Diehl, Collector of tho
Second District of Pennsylvania, At the same tma
he stated that there was s difference of op nion
1especting the constitutionality of the act: Lut as
no other o:jecﬂnn was suggested by the Collector,

m

and none whatever by any other party, the permit
was granted, free taxntion.

Ap item was published last week referring to do-
mesiic_industry mmong the Indiaus, It now appears
that, although "the Indian Department has recom-
mended the plan, the Secretary of the Interior de-
clines 1o adopt and coiperate in the plan. ‘'I'be
parties who have thus been devoted to this object
will take no further active measures uutil the entire
plan has been submitted to Congress,

During {he week ending to-day there has been re-
ceivil at the Treasury Department from the Print-
ing Division, L0 in fractional currency. The
amonut shi for the sume period was: To the Uni-
ted States Depository at Chicago, 862,000, and to the
Nationnl Banks and others, $152,571, The amonnt of
securities held by the Treasurer of the United States
in trust for Nutional Banks reported, to«lay were,
for cirenlating notes, $40,042,750; for deposits of pub-
lic money, $37,517.960; Total, §3573,760,700.

The amount of National Bunk curreney iesued dur-
ing the week was §74,370, making the total amount
justied np to dite, $505,560,951,  From this is to be de-
ducted the enrrency retwrned, including worn-out
notes, amounting to $3, 726,455, leﬂtiug m actual eir-
enlation at this date, £200.22.07, The amount of
fractional curreney redeemed and destroyed durin
the week was .;JHGJ The receipts of Iularhnli
Revenue for the past week were $6,251,172, and for
the fiscal year, commencing on the st of July, to
date, $104,512,521.

The warrauts issued by the Treasnry Department
during the month of December to meet the require-
ments of the Government amonnted mn round num-
bers, to the following sums: Civil, miscellanoous and
toreign intercourse, £4,761.0002 interest on the publio
debt, $5,500,000; war, $12,055000; navy, §.L620,000;
interior, pensious, and Iondiaus, &lﬁ,uw: total, £,
621,000 The above amount does not elude the sun
issued m payment of the public debt. .

The Director of the Burean of Statisties reports
that by the royal decree of Nov. 27 the imperial daty
on foreign cereals in Portugal is tem wrarily done
away with up to the 30th of June, 1568; and until
that date all vessels importing said cereals are ex-
empted from tunnage dues proportional to the
mmonnt of cereals they import, 1% I8 in conse-
quence of # shortness iu the wheat crop.

THE PRESIDENT AND THE NEW ORLEANS
MASSACRE.

From Washington Dispateh to the Cincinnat] Gazette.
1t will be made to appear (in Senator How-
ard's forthcoming report) that the President actually in-

terpolated words in the dispatch of Gen. Baird to Secre-
tary Stauton, for the purpose of Ing the point thae
the latter was responsible for the New-Orleans riot.  This

?it teh, as seut to the Senate by the President, na
wliows:

“ Hon. Edwin Stanton, Secretary of War: A Couvention bhas been
ealled, with the sanetion of Gov, Welles, to weet hereon Mowlay. The
Lieat.diovernor aml city antherities think it unlawfel, and proposs
to hrvak 1t up hy arresting the delogates, 1 have given uo orders on tin
puahjcet, hut have warned the parties | conld net coantenance por peru §
snch action without lostructions to that efect from the President
Please instruct me at orice by telegraph.”

Upon this the President remnrks: The 25th of Angust
was on Saturday; next morning, the 20th, this dispatei
wiis recefved by Mr. Stanton, at l’:d-n residence in thus eity,
and he took no action upon it, and nelther seut instruc-
tions to Gen. Baird himself, nor presented 1t to me for
such instructiontions. On thoe pext Monday the riot oc-
carred. 1 never saw this dispatch from Gen. Baird
until some ten days or two weeks after the
riot, when, upon my calllpg for ail the dis-

tehes with a view to Cheir publication, Mr. Stauton sent
1 tome. ‘These facts all appear in the testimony of Mr.
staoton before the Judiclary Commitiee in the impeach-
went investigation, On the doth, the day of the riot, and
after it was suppressed, Gen, Halrd wrote to Mr, Btanton
o long letter, from which I make the following extraets:

“®'x: Lhave the honor to lnform you that & very serious riot oc.
curred hern to-dar, 1 had nol been applied to by the Coaventivg for jro-
tection, but the Lieut.-Goversor sud Mayor bad freely consalted with e,
and 1 was so fully cony that it IMNIII‘DI[[;‘ the interest of the
eity anthorities to preserve peace In order to prevest military isterfe-
revce that [ did not regand ‘an ontbreak as & thing to be spprebendel.
The Lieut-Governor assared me that even if » writ of arrsd
was fwued by the Court, the Sbenff woull mot sttempt to
werve it mithout my perwlesion, snd for today they designed to suspend
it 1 inclose herewith copies of my correspotidence with the Mayor, and
of ndispatch which the Liestenant-Governor claims to have reccived
from the President. 1 regret that ne reply to wy dispaich to you ol
Saturilay has yet reached iwe, Gen thsu In wtill alaent i Teran™

The President then says: * The dispatch of Gen. Balrd,
of the 28th, asks for Immediate instructions.”

The facts are these, the Committos have n copy of the
dispatch, sworn to by Gen. Baird, as the sane sent te Mr.
Stanton, in which the words “ at ovee,” lu the last
scntence, do not appear, that sentenee reading ** Pleaso
instruct me by te!emph." Yet the President both put in
these words “ at onee " and then commented upon them
further on as showing that Gen. Balnl osked for
“immediate” instructlons. Mr. Stanton, reasoning upon
Gen. Baird’s dispateh, supposed that, in the absezice - p
structions, Gen. Balrd would ;llrl.-\'uul interference, as ho
intimated his instractions could be nfmcd upon, and 16
appears, by Gen, Balrd's subseguent letter, that he did
not anticipate interference. o next day unothing oc-
corred, 1018 believed that several other pointa in
the message, will, when explained, muke fully as bad
showing for the Executive as new lustance of gai-
bling dispatches.

GEN. GRANT'S LETTER TO MR. STEWART.
From The Chicago Tribage, Jao. 3
A statement, originating in a Connectieut
Copperbead paper, is going the rounds of the Press to
the effect that Mr. A, T. Stewart of New-York ia in re-
ceipt of a long private letter from Gen. Graut, jn regard
to the recent nomination by the late Cooper Instituto

wass weeting. ** Ho accepts the resolutiols,” says The
New Haven Register, ** authorizing the Conuuittes to push
forward his claims for the Presidency.” 1t is thas

the ietter will soon be published.
know that the letter addresacd by Gen,

We hapﬁn to
Grant to Mr. Stewart, referred to mlw New-Tiaven Pn
r, contained no allusion to the sldency, or to the

‘soper Institute meoting, or to politics, As Gen, Grang

does not expeet to be elected President of New-York Clty,

it would be idle for him to sccept o nounnation for thus

office. I8 letter to Mr. Stewart was wlmllf ersonal to

that gentleman, and, a8 the public have vo [nterest in it,

;a wresume Mr. Stewart will not furmsh & copy of it to
o Press,

CONSERVATIVE MEETINGS IN GEORGIA—-BODY
OF A MURDERED MAN FOUMD.

Avcusta, Ga., Jan. 4, —Conservative meetings
are belug beld in varlous portious of the State, a e

the n“lugmol’ a‘lhh acon guvnnun& wud Tor Lhe
pu L K elu ory to M| eluy
m. A meeting of e?"’uum‘" olﬁmmt;’::; hulg
this evening, w approved the procecdiugs of the
th:n;n &mu‘n}ion. lutions wers psuied thanking
resident for Al v nuil expre

coufldence in Gen Wmm im| “
ton of the acta,

s ﬂ;i: l’li unlmom;awhiwm was fonnd in I:
ear to-day, a decomposcd state.
wus murdered m“‘ thrown into the

D
A LEAGUE OF GERMAN SINGING S8OCIETIES.

PuiLapELPHIA, Jan, 5.—At the lust great
mmm_my,nlnmm euinmem to

a league of all the Germun in
mgmm Eastern States Aceard-
Aok thd Bl s 23 P Tt
1 to harmonize t of the




